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Appendix 

ASSIGNMENT LENGTH: 4 -5 PAGES (12 PT FONT, DOUBLE-SPACED) 
                                                            

While reading The Plague and learning about different epidemics over the past few weeks, we have seen that 
plagues are defined and shaped by both biological and social components. Biological mechanisms play a huge 
role in determining how contagious and virulent an epidemic is, but social interactions and political planning 
can likewise impact how fast an illness spreads through a population, how many people it kills, and how it 
impacts individuals’ psychological responses. In this assignment you will address both of these prongs 
(biological and social) in an imaginary plague. 

                                                            

[Prompt]                                

Pretend that a plague (it must be driven by a real disease, but you have freedom to decide which one) has broken 
out at Lehigh, in your hometown, or in another location you prefer. You have been quarantined along with the 
rest of the population there.                                                            

Write a detailed account of your experience that documents the first weeks of the epidemic. Your audience is 
located outside of the quarantine zone. This account should include details about symptoms, virulence, 
mortality rate, mechanisms of contagion, etc. that you will have to do some research to figure out and will need 
to provide citations for. Aim to use and cite at least 4 different reliable sources. At least 2 of these must 
come from scholarly scientific journals (i.e. not WebMD). In addition to these details, reflect on how 
people around you are psychologically handling the situation and behaving. 

                                                            
In addition to describing what has already happened, present your prognosis for how long you think the plague 
will last and what the death toll will be based on the measures being taken within the quarantine zone (choose 
your own adventure – maybe it’s being mishandled and the consequences will be apocalyptic, maybe everything 
is under control, or maybe it’s something in-between). You can also suggest alternative measures you think 
should be taken to ameliorate the situation. 

                                                            
Assume in this scenario that you are addressing a fairly science literate audience that will be interested in the 
biology of the disease. Also assume that there has been very limited documentation of this plague thus far; it’s all 
on you to communicate the whole situation! 

                                                            

The key to success in this assignment is being creative and using your imagination, while also clearly 
grounding your writing in facts and external evidence. 
 


